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A vital feature of American culture in the nineteenth century was the growing awareness that the literary
marketplace consisted not of a single, unified, relatively homogeneous reading public but rather of many
disparate, overlapping reading communities differentiated by interests, class, and level of education as well
as by gender and stage of life. Tracing the segmentation of the literary marketplace in nineteenth-century
America, this book analyzes the implications of the subdivided literary field for readers, writers, and
literature itself.

With sections focusing on segmentation by age, gender, and cultural status, In the Company of Books
analyzes the ways authors and publishers carved up the field of literary production into a multitude of
distinct submarkets, differentiated their products, and targeted specific groups of readers in order to guide
their book-buying decisions. Combining innovative approaches to canonical authors such as Nathaniel
Hawthorne, Louisa May Alcott, Mark Twain, and Henry James with engaging investigations into the careers
of many lesser-known literary figures, Sarah Wadsworth reveals how American writers responded to?and
contributed to?this diverse, and diversified, market.

In the Company of Books contends that specialized editorial and marketing tactics, in concert with the
narrative strategies of authors and the reading practices of the book-buying public, transformed the literary
landscape, leading to new roles for the book in American culture, the innovation of literary genres, and new
relationships between books and readers. Both an exploration of a fragmented print culture through the lens
of nineteenth-century American literature and an analysis of nineteenth-century American literature from the
perspective of this subdivided marketplace, this wide-ranging study offers fresh insight into the impact of
market forces on the development of American literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jules Thompson:

The book In the Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in
Print Culture and the History of the Book) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book In the
Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Print Culture
and the History of the Book) to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and
read a publication In the Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-Century America
(Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Morris:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled In the Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-
Century America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) can be great book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Edward Olivieri:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be In the Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in
Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the Book) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this
book.

Thelma Cobb:

This In the Company of Books: Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Print
Culture and the History of the Book) is great book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it



information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having In the Company of Books:
Literature and Its "Classes" in Nineteenth-Century America (Studies in Print Culture and the History of the
Book) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that
no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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