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The 1968 Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia brought an end to the Prague Spring and its promise of
"socialism with a human face." Before the invasion, Czech reformers had made unexpected use of television
to advance political and social change. In its aftermath, Communist Party leaders employed the medium to
achieve "normalization," pitching television stars against political dissidents in a televised spectacle that
defined the times.

The Greengrocer and His TV offers a new cultural history of communism from the Prague Spring to the
Velvet Revolution that reveals how state-endorsed ideologies were played out on television, particularly
through soap opera-like serials. In focusing on the small screen, Paulina Bren looks to the "normal" of
normalization, to the everyday experience of late communism. The figure central to this book is the
greengrocer who, in a seminal essay by Václav Havel, symbolized the ordinary citizen who acquiesced to the
communist regime out of fear.

Bren challenges simplistic dichotomies of fearful acquiescence and courageous dissent to dramatically
reconfigure what we know, or think we know, about everyday life under communism in the 1970s and
1980s. Deftly moving between the small screen, the street, and the Central Committee (and imaginatively
drawing on a wide range of sources that include television shows, TV viewers' letters, newspapers, radio
programs, the underground press, and the Communist Party archives), Bren shows how Havel's greengrocer
actually experienced "normalization" and the ways in which popular television serials framed this
experience.

Now back by popular demand, socialist-era serials, such as The Woman Behind the Counter and The Thirty
Adventures of Major Zeman, provide, Bren contends, a way of seeing?literally and
figuratively?Czechoslovakia's normalization and Eastern Europe's real socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which one you should start with. This The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism
after the 1968 Prague Spring is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jean Hogue:

This The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Greengrocer and
His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring can be one of the great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Greengrocer and His TV:
The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Roy Hanson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of
Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring why because the great cover that make you consider about the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Deborah Walker:

The book untitled The Greengrocer and His TV: The Culture of Communism after the 1968 Prague Spring
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published
by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
examine.
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