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Rome is a subject of endless fascination, and in this new biography of the infamous Empress Livia, Matthew
Dennison brings to life a woman long believed to be one of the most feared villainesses of history.

Second wife of the emperor Augustus, mother of his successor Tiberius, grandmother of Claudius and great
grandmother of Caligula, the empress Livia lived close to the center of Roman political power for eight
turbulent decades. Her life spanned the years of Rome’s transformation from Republic to Empire, and
witnessed both its triumphs under the rule of Augustus and its lapse into instability under his dysfunctional
successor.

Livia was given the honorific title Augusta in her husband's will, and was posthumously deified by the
emperor Claudius—but posterity would prove less respectful. The Roman historian Tacitus anathematized
her as “malevolent” and a “feminine bully” and inspired Robert Graves's celebrated twentieth-century
depiction of Livia in I, Claudius as the quintessence of the scheming matriarch, poisoning her relatives one
by one to smooth her son’s path to the imperial throne.

Livia, Empress of Rome rescues the historical Livia from the crude caricature of popular myth to paint an
elegant and richly textured portrait. In this rigorously researched biography, Dennison weighs the evidence
found in contemporary sources to present a more nuanced assessment. Livia’s true “crime,” he reveals, was
not murder but the exercise of power. The Livia who emerges here is a complex, courageous and gifted
woman, and one of the most fascinating and perplexing figures of the ancient world.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Livia,
Empress of Rome: A Biography. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of
a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Loretta Faria:

The knowledge that you get from Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography could be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having that Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography instantly.

Christina Mundell:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Sherry Hansen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Livia, Empress of Rome: A Biography.
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