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From Detroit Red to El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz, the man best known as Malcolm X restlessly redefined
himself throughout a controversial life. His transformations have appeared repeatedly in books, photographs,
paintings, and films, while his murder set in motion a series of tugs-of-war among journalists, biographers,
artists, and his ideological champions over the interpretation of his cultural meaning.

This book marks the first systematic examination of the images generated by this iconic cultural
figure—images readily found on everything from T-shirts and hip-hop album covers to coffee mugs. Graeme
Abernethy captures both the multiplicity and global import of a person who has been framed as both villain
and hero, cast by mainstream media during his lifetime as "the most feared man in American history," and
elevated at his death as a heroic emblem of African American identity. As Abernethy shows, the resulting
iconography of Malcolm X has shifted as profoundly as the American racial landscape itself.

Abernethy explores Malcolm's visual prominence in the eras of civil rights, Black Power, and hip-hop. He
analyzes this enigmatic figure's representation across a variety of media from 1960s magazines to urban
murals, tracking the evolution of Malcolm's iconography from his autobiography and its radical milieu
through the appearance of Spike Lee's 1992 biopic and beyond. Its remarkable gallery of illustrations
includes reproductions of iconic photographs by Richard Avedon, Eve Arnold, Gordon Parks, Henri Cartier-
Bresson, and John Launois.

Abernethy reveals that Malcolm X himself was keenly aware of the power of imagery to redefine identity
and worked tirelessly to shape how he was represented to the public. His theoretical grasp of what he termed
"the science of imagery" enabled him both to analyze the role of representation in ideological control as well
as to exploit his own image in the interests of black empowerment.

This provocative work marks a startling shift from the biographical focus that has dominated Malcolm X
studies, providing an up-to-date—and comprehensively illustrated—account of Malcolm's cultural afterlife,
and addressing his iconography in relation to images of other major African American figures, including
Martin Luther King, Jr., Angela Davis, Kanye West, and Barack Obama. Analyzing the competing
interpretations behind so many images, Abernethy reveals what our lasting obsession with Malcolm X says
about American culture over the last five decades.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Iconography
of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in
this era. Often the book untitled The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica)is the main one of several
books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
with this book.

Eleanor Walker:

The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The
Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Kevin Blais:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Iconography of Malcolm X (CultureAmerica) this book consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Rita Furguson:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Iconography of Malcolm X
(CultureAmerica) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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