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Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster is a memoir of a twenty-first-century literary pilgrimage to retrace
the famous eighteenth-century Scottish journey of James Boswell and Samuel Johnson, two of the most
celebrated writers of their day. An accomplished journalist and aficionado of fine literature, William W.
Starr enlivens this crisply written travelogue with a playful wit, an enthusiasm for all things Scottish, the
boon and burden of American sensibility, and an ardent appreciation for Boswell and Johnson--who make
frequent cameos throughout these ramblings.
In 1773 the sixty-three-year-old Johnson was England's preeminent man of letters, and Boswell, some thirty
years Johnson's junior, was on the cusp of achieving his own literary celebrity. For more than one hundred
days, the distinguished duo toured what was then largely unknown Scottish terrain, later publishing their
impressions of the trip in a pair of classic journals. In 2007 Starr embarked on a three-thousand-mile trek
through the Scottish Lowlands and Highlands, following the path--though in reverse--of Boswell and
Johnson. Starr tracked their route as closely as the threat of storms, distractions of pubs, and limitations of
time would allow. Like his literary forebears, he recorded a wealth of keen observations on his encounters
with places and people, lochs and lore, castles and clans, fables and foibles. The tour begins and ends in
Edinburgh and includes along the way visits to Glasgow, Inverness, Loch Ness, Culloden, Auchinleck, the
Isles of Iona and Skye, and many more destinations. In addition Starr expands his course to include two of
the farthest reaches of Scotland where eighteenth-century travelers dared not tread: the Outer Hebrides and
the Orkney Islands, remarkable regions shaped by distinctive weather, history, and isolation.
Blending biography, intellectual and cultural history, and comic asides into his travelogue, Starr has crafts an
inviting vantage point from which to view aspects of Scotland's storied past and complex present through an
illuminating literary lens.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Thorne:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling through Scotland with
Boswell and Johnson.

Michael Brown:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling
through Scotland with Boswell and Johnson will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or ideal book with you?

Dan Maes:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness
Monster: Traveling through Scotland with Boswell and Johnson publication written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still uncertainty Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling through Scotland
with Boswell and Johnson as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Lynn Gallagher:

This Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling through Scotland with Boswell and Johnson is
great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or
we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Whisky, Kilts, and the Loch Ness Monster: Traveling through
Scotland with Boswell and Johnson in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not



ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already
do that. So , it is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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