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Clayton Wheat Williams—West Texas oilman, rancher, civic leader, veteran of the Great War, and
avocational historian—was a risk taker, who both reflected and molded the history of his region. His life
spanned a dynamic period in Texas history when automobiles replaced horse-drawn wagons, electricity
replaced steam power in the oilfields, and barren and virtually worthless ranch land became valuable for the
oil and gas under its surface.

The setting for Williams’s story, like that of his father before him, is Fort Stockton in the rugged Trans-
Pecos region of Texas. As a youngster accompanying his father on surveying trips through the land, and
subsequently as a cadet at Texas A&M, he developed a toughness that served him well in France and
Flanders. His letters home provide an unusually nuanced picture of what life was like for an American
officer in Europe during the Great War.

After the war, he returned home, where he taught himself petroleum geology—so effectively that he picked
the site of what would become in 1928 the deepest producing oil well in the world. With his brother, he
mapped the structure of what later became the Fort Stockton oil and gas field, and he went on to hammer out
a successful career in the boom and bust cycles of the West Texas oil industry.

On the civic front, Williams served for fourteen years as a Pecos County commissioner, and he held offices
in a number of social and civic organizations. Imbued with a deep love for the history of his region, he wrote
(with the editorial help of historian Ernest Wallace at Texas Tech University) Texas’ Last Frontier: Fort
Stockton and the Trans-Pecos, 1861–1895, published by Texas A&M University Press in 1982. Nonetheless,
by some of his neighbors he may be best remembered for his role in drying up the town’s famous Comanche
Springs by pumping water feeding the spring’s aquifer to irrigate his and others’ farms west of town.

Williams left behind a treasure trove of letters, personal papers and writings, and interviews with his family,
helping document in rich detail the history of an unforgiving land as well as what life was like during a
pivotal period of American history. These materials, which form the core of the present manuscript, reveal a
life that made a difference in the economy and history of the region and the nation at large.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Brinkman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Harsh Country, Hard
Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas
Life Series) book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Genoveva Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a guide. The book Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and the
Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Ann Macdonald:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Harsh Country, Hard Times:
Clayton Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life
Series) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and
the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) become your starter.

William Powers:

This Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos
(Clayton Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This



particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Harsh Country, Hard Times: Clayton Wheat Williams and the Transformation of the Trans-Pecos (Clayton
Wheat Williams Texas Life Series) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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