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THE BOY WHO BECAME A REBEL. THE REBEL WHO BECAME A SOLDIER. THE SOLDIER
WHO BECAME AN ICON. THE ICON WHO DISAPPEARED.

Raised in Park Avenue privilege, J. D. Salinger sought out combat, surviving five bloody battles of World
War II, and out of that crucible he created a novel, The Catcher in the Rye, which journeyed deep into his
own despair and redefined postwar America.

For more than fifty years, Salinger has been one of the most elusive figures in American history. All of the
attempts to uncover the truth about why he disappeared have been undermined by a lack of access and the
recycling of inaccurate information. In the course of a nine-year investigation, and especially in the three
years since Salinger’s death, David Shields and Shane Salerno have interviewed more than 200 people on
five continents (many of whom had previously refused to go on the record) to solve the mystery of what
happened to Salinger.

Constructed like a thriller, this oral biography takes you into Salinger’s private world for the first time,
through the voices of those closest to him: his World War II brothers-in-arms, his family, his friends, his
lovers, his classmates, his editors, his New Yorker colleagues, his spiritual advisors, and people with whom
he had relationships that were secret even to his own family. Their intimate recollections are supported by
more than 175 photos (many never seen before), diaries, legal records, and private documents that are woven
throughout; in addition, appearing here for the first time, are Salinger’s “lost letters”—ranging from the
1940s to 2008, revealing his intimate views on love, literature, fame, religion, war, and death, and providing
a raw and revelatory self-portrait.

Salinger published his last story in 1965 but kept writing continuously until his death, locked for years inside
a bunker in the woods, compiling manuscripts and filing them in a secret vault. Was he a genius who left the
material world to focus on creating immaculate art or a haunted recluse, lost in his private obsessions? Why
did this writer, celebrated by the world, stop publishing? Shields and Salerno’s investigation into Salinger’s
epic life transports you from the bloody beaches of Normandy, where Salinger landed under fire, carrying
the first six chapters of The Catcher in the Rye . . . to the hottest nightclub in the world, the Stork Club,
where he romanced the beautiful sixteen-year-old Oona O’Neill until she met Charlie Chaplin . . . from his
top-secret counterintelligence duties, which took him to a subcamp of Dachau . . . to a love affair with a
likely Gestapo agent whom he married and brought home to his Jewish parents’ Park Avenue apartment and
photographs of whom appear here for the first time . . . from the pages of the New Yorker, where he found
his voice by transforming the wounds of war into the bow of art . . . to the woods of New Hampshire, where
the Vedanta religion took over his life and forced his flesh-and-blood family to compete with his imaginary
Glass family.

Deepening our understanding of a major literary and cultural figure, and filled with many fascinating
revelations— including the birth defect that was the real reason Salinger was initially turned down for
military service; the previously unknown romantic interest who was fourteen when Salinger met her and, he



said, inspired the title character of “For Esmé—with Love and Squalor”; the first photographs ever seen of
Salinger at war and the last known photos of him alive; never-before-published love letters that Salinger, at
fifty-three, wrote to an eighteen-year-old Joyce Maynard; and, finally, what millions have been waiting
decades for: the contents of his legendary vault—Salinger is a monumental book about the cost of war and
the cost of art.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

The book Salinger can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Salinger? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Salinger has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Theresa Wilkins:

The event that you get from Salinger is a more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but
Salinger giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Salinger
instantly.

Claudia Fox:

Typically the book Salinger has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior to write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Melissa Fanning:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Salinger can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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