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Knowing Victims explores the theme of victimhood in contemporary feminism and politics. It focuses on
popular and scholarly constructions of feminism as ‘victim feminism’ – an ideology of passive victimhood
that denies women’s agency – and provides the first comprehensive analysis of the debate about this
ideology which has unfolded among feminists since the 1980s.

The book critically examines a movement away from the language of victimhood across a wide array of
discourses, and the neoliberal replacement of the concept of structural oppression with the concept of
personal responsibility. In derogating the notion of ‘victim,’ neoliberalism promotes a conception of
victimization as subjective rather than social, a state of mind, rather than a worldly situation.

Drawing upon Nietzsche, Lyotard, rape crisis feminism and feminist philosophy, Stringer situates feminist
politicizations of rape, interpersonal violence, economic inequality and welfare reform as key sites of
resistance to the victim-blaming logic of neoliberalism. She suggests that although recent feminist critiques
of ‘victim feminism’ have critically diagnosed the anti-victim movement, they have not positively defended
victim politics. Stringer argues that a conception of the victim as an agentic bearer of knowledge, and an
understanding of resentment as a generative force for social change, provides a potent counter to the negative
construction of victimhood characteristic of the neoliberal era.

This accessible and insightful analysis of feminism, neoliberalism and the social construction of victimhood
will be of great interest to researchers and students in the disciplines of gender and women’s studies,
psychology, sociology, politics and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Yerkes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in
neoliberal times (Women and Psychology). Try to face the book Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and
victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) as your pal. It means that it can to get your
friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Stacee Stern:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read.
If you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and
victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) can be fine book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Daniel Hanson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Knowing Victims: Feminism,
agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) that give your fun preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people
to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and
victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and Psychology) become your personal starter.

Sherri Ellison:

You will get this Knowing Victims: Feminism, agency and victim politics in neoliberal times (Women and
Psychology) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just
looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways



to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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