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Present-day music studies conspicuously evade the question of religion in contemporary music. Although
many composers address the issue in their work, as yet there have been few attempts to think through the
structure of religious music as we hear it. On the basis of a careful analysis of Olivier Messiaen's work, this
book argues for a renewal of our thinking about religious music. Addressing his notion of a hyper-
religiousmusic of sounds and colors, it aims to show that Messiaen has broken new ground. His reinvention
of religious music makes us again aware of the fact that religious music, if taken in its proper radical sense,
belongs to the foremost of musical adventures.The work of Olivier Messiaen is well known for its inclusion
of religious themes and gestures. These alone, however, do not seem enough to account for the religious
status of the work. Arguing for a breakthrough toward the beyondon the basis of the synaesthetic experience
of music, Messiaen invites a confrontation with contemporary theologians and post-secular thinkers. How to
account for a religious breakthrough that is produced by a work of art?Starting from an analysis of his 1960s
oratorio La Transfiguration de Notre-Seigneur Jsus-Christ, this book arranges a moderated dialogue between
Messiaen and the music theology of Hans Urs von Balthasar, the phenomenology of revelation of Jean-Luc
Marion, the rethinking of religion and technics in Jacques Derrida and Bernard Stiegler, and the Augustinian
ruminations of Sren Kierkegaard and Jean-Franois Lyotard. Ultimately, this confrontation underscores the
challenging yet deeply affirmative nature of Messiaen's music.
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From reader reviews:

Georgianna Menendez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The
Reinvention of Religious Music: Olivier Messiaen's Breakthrough Toward the Beyond? Maybe it is for being
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Bobby Miller:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Reinvention of Religious Music: Olivier Messiaen's
Breakthrough Toward the Beyond had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Reinvention of Religious
Music: Olivier Messiaen's Breakthrough Toward the Beyond is not only giving you more new information
but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try
to make relationship together with the book The Reinvention of Religious Music: Olivier Messiaen's
Breakthrough Toward the Beyond. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Rosie Zimmerman:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual The
Reinvention of Religious Music: Olivier Messiaen's Breakthrough Toward the Beyond is kind of book which
is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Reinvention of Religious Music: Olivier Messiaen's
Breakthrough Toward the Beyond can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these publications have than the others?
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