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In An Anxious Pursuit, Joyce Chaplin examines the impact of the Enlightenment ideas of progress on the
lives and minds of American planters in the colonial Lower South. She focuses particularly on the influence
of Scottish notions of progress, tracing the extent to which planters in South Carolina, Georgia, and British
East Florida perceived themselves as a modern, improving people. She reads developments in agricultural
practice as indices of planters' desire for progress, and she demonstrates the central role played by slavery in
their pursuit of modern life. By linking behavior and ideas, Chaplin has produced a work of cultural history
that unites intellectual, social, and economic history.

Using public records as well as planters' and farmers' private papers, Chaplin examines innovations in rice,
indigo, and cotton cultivation as a window through which to see planters' pursuit of a modern future. She
demonstrates that planters actively sought to improve their society and economy even as they suffered a
pervasive anxiety about the corrupting impact of progress and commerce. The basis for their
accomplishments and the root of their anxieties, according the Chaplin, were the same: race-based chattel
slavery. Slaves provied the labor necessary to attain planters' vision of the modern, but the institution
ultimately limited the Lower South's ability to compete in the contemporary world.

Indeed, whites continued to wonder whether their innovations, some of them defied by slaves, truly
improved the region. Chaplin argues that these apprehensions prefigured the antimodern stance of the
antebellum period, but she contends that they were as much a reflection of the doubt inherent in theories of
progress as an outright rejection of those ideas.
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From reader reviews:

John Glass:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this An Anxious Pursuit: Agricultural Innovation and
Modernity in the Lower South, 1730-1815 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American
History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kenneth Flowers:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this An Anxious Pursuit: Agricultural
Innovation and Modernity in the Lower South, 1730-1815 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) book written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still question An Anxious Pursuit: Agricultural Innovation and Modernity in the Lower
South, 1730-1815 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that
can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Angela Kiefer:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This An Anxious Pursuit: Agricultural
Innovation and Modernity in the Lower South, 1730-1815 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early
American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Michael Emery:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top listing in your reading list is definitely An Anxious Pursuit: Agricultural Innovation and Modernity in



the Lower South, 1730-1815 (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture,
Williamsburg, Virginia). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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