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Natural history in the eighteenth century was many things to many people—diversion, obsession, medically
or economically useful knowledge, spectacle, evidence for God’s providence and wisdom, or even the
foundation of all natural knowledge. Because natural history was pursued by such a variety of people around
the globe, with practitioners sharing neither methods nor training, it has been characterized as a science of
straightforward description, devoted to amassing observations as the raw material for classification and thus
fundamentally distinct from experimental physical science. In Catching Nature in the Act, Mary Terrall
revises this picture, revealing how eighteenth-century natural historians incorporated various experimental
techniques and strategies into their practice.
           
At the center of Terrall’s study is René-Antoine Ferchault de Réaumur (1683–1757)—the definitive
authority on natural history in the middle decades of the eighteenth century—and his many correspondents,
assistants, and collaborators. Through a close examination of Réaumur’s publications, papers, and letters,
Terrall reconstructs the working relationships among these naturalists and shows how observing, collecting,
and experimenting fit into their daily lives. Essential reading for historians of science and early modern
Europe, Catching Nature in the Act defines and excavates a dynamic field of francophone natural history that
has been inadequately mined and understood to date.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Hampton:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and the Practice of Natural History in the Eighteenth Century
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but
surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get before. The Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and
the Practice of Natural History in the Eighteenth Century giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through
it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Walter Gagne:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and the Practice of Natural History in the
Eighteenth Century can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Christina McMullen:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to your account is Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and the Practice of Natural
History in the Eighteenth Century this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Joan McCorkle:

This Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and the Practice of Natural History in the Eighteenth Century is
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Catching Nature in the Act: Réaumur and the Practice of Natural History in the
Eighteenth Century can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I



mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your
better life along with knowledge.
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