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WINNER of the 2013 Katharine Briggs Award This book uses the nineteenth-century legend of Spring-
Heeled Jack to analyse and challenge current notions of Victorian popular cultures. Starting as oral rumours,
this supposedly supernatural entity moved from rural folklore to metropolitan press sensation, co-existing in
literary and theatrical forms before finally degenerating into a nursery lore bogeyman to frighten children. A
mercurial and unfixed cultural phenomenon, Spring-Heeled Jack found purchase in both older folkloric
traditions and emerging forms of entertainment. Throughthis intriguing study of a unique and unsettling
figure, Karl Bell complicates our appreciation of the differences, interactions and similarities between
various types of popular culture between 1837and 1904. The book draws upon a rich variety of primary
source material including folklorist accounts, street ballads, several series of "penny dreadful" stories (and
illustrations), journals, magazines, newspapers, comics, court accounts, autobiographies and published
reminiscences. The Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack is impressively researched social history and provides a
fascinating insight into Victorian cultures. It will appeal to anyone with an interest in nineteenth-century
English social and cultural history, folklore or literature. Karl Bell is Senior Lecturer in History at the
University of Portsmouth.WINNER of the 2013 Katharine Briggs Award This book uses the nineteenth-
century legend of Spring-Heeled Jack to analyse and challenge current notions of Victorian popular cultures.
Starting as oral rumours, this supposedly supernatural entity moved from rural folklore to metropolitan press
sensation, co-existing in literary and theatrical forms before finally degenerating into a nursery lore
bogeyman to frighten children. A mercurial and unfixed cultural phenomenon, Spring-Heeled Jack found
purchase in both older folkloric traditions and emerging forms of entertainment. Throughthis intriguing study
of a unique and unsettling figure, Karl Bell complicates our appreciation of the differences, interactions and
similarities between various types of popular culture between 1837and 1904. The book draws upon a rich
variety of primary source material including folklorist accounts, street ballads, several series of "penny
dreadful" stories (and illustrations), journals, magazines, newspapers, comics, court accounts,
autobiographies and published reminiscences. The Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack is impressively researched
social history and provides a fascinating insight into Victorian cultures. It will appeal to anyone with an
interest in nineteenth-century English social and cultural history, folklore or literature. Karl Bell is Senior
Lecturer in History at the University of Portsmouth.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Austin:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack: Victorian
Urban Folklore and Popular Cultures is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Kristi Goins:

This book untitled Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack: Victorian Urban Folklore and Popular Cultures to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Teresa Dillard:

The e-book untitled Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack: Victorian Urban Folklore and Popular Cultures is the
guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack: Victorian
Urban Folklore and Popular Cultures from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Brian Rutt:

The book untitled Legend of Spring-Heeled Jack: Victorian Urban Folklore and Popular Cultures contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
order it. Have a nice read.
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