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By the mid-eighteenth century, the transatlantic slave trade was considered to be a necessary and stabilizing
factor in the capitalist economies of Europe and the expanding Americas. Britain was the most influential
power in this system which seemed to have the potential for unbounded growth. In 1833, the British empire
became the first to liberate its slaves and then to become a driving force toward global emancipation. There
has been endless debate over the reasons behind this decision. This has been portrayed on the one hand as a
rational disinvestment in a foundering overseas system, and on the other as the most expensive per capita
expenditure for colonial reform in modern history.

In this work, Seymour Drescher argues that the plan to end British slavery, rather than being a timely escape
from a failing system, was, on the contrary, the crucial element in the greatest humanitarian achievement of
all time. The Mighty Experiment explores how politicians, colonial bureaucrats, pamphleteers, and scholars
taking anti-slavery positions validated their claims through rational scientific arguments going beyond moral
and polemical rhetoric, and how the infiltration of the social sciences into this political debate was designed
to minimize agitation on both sides and provide common ground. Those at the inception of the social
sciences, such as Adam Smith and Thomas Malthus, helped to develop these tools to create an argument that
touched on issues of demography, racism, and political economy. By the time British emancipation became
legislation, it was being treated as a massive social experiment, whose designs, many thought, had the
potential to change the world.

This study outlines the relationship of economic growth to moral issues in regard to slavery, and will appeal
to scholars of British history, nineteenth century imperial history, the history of slavery, and those interested
in the history of human rights.

The Mighty Experiment was the winner of First Prize, Frederick Douglass Book Prize, Gilder Lehrman
Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must
answer that question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The
Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation to read.

Rolanda Parker:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery
in British Emancipation can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jackson Cabrera:

Often the book The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Adam Cuyler:

This The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation is great publication for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in
it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having The Mighty Experiment: Free Labor versus Slavery in British Emancipation in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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