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One man was tongue-tied and awkward around women, in many ways a mama's boy at heart, although his
reputation for thuggery was well earned. The other was a playboy, full of easy charm and ready jokes, his
appetite for high living a matter of public record. One man tolerated gangsters and bootleggers as long as
they paid their dues to his organization. The other was effectively a gangster himself, so crooked that he
hosted a national gathering of America's most ruthless killers. One man never drank alcohol. The other, from
all evidence, seldom drank anything else.

American Dictators is the dual biography of two of America’s greatest political bosses: Frank Hague and
Enoch “Nucky” Johnson. Packed with compelling information and written in an informal, sometimes
humorous style, the book shows Hague and Johnson at the peak of their power and the strength of their
political machines during the years of Prohibition and the Great Depression. Steven Hart compares how both
men used their influence to benefit and punish the local citizenry, amass huge personal fortunes, and
sometimes collaborate to trounce their enemies.

Similar in their ruthlessness, both men were very different in appearance and temperament. Hague, the
mayor of Jersey City, intimidated presidents and wielded unchallenged power for three decades. He never
drank and was happily married to his wife for decades. He also allowed gangsters to run bootlegging and
illegal gambling operations as long as they paid protection money. Johnson, the political boss of Atlantic
City, and the inspiration for the hit HBO series Boardwalk Empire, presided over corruption as well, but for
a shorter period of time. He was notorious for his decadent lifestyle. Essentially a gangster himself, Johnson
hosted the infamous Atlantic City conference that fostered the growth of organized crime.

Both Hague and Johnson shrewdly integrated otherwise disenfranchised groups into their machines and gave
them a stake in political power. Yet each failed to adapt to changing demographics and circumstances. In
American Dictators, Hart paints a balanced portrait of their accomplishments and their failures.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Gentile:

The event that you get from American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the
Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) is a more deep you digging the information that
hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
be aware of but American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban Political
Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you
for having this particular American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban
Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) instantly.

Melvin Wilhelm:

The reserve with title American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the Urban
Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can
read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Jerry Raminez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be study. American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of the
Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) can be your answer because it can be read by you
who have those short spare time problems.

Mae Mosley:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this American Dictators: Frank Hague, Nucky Johnson, and the Perfection of



the Urban Political Machine (Rivergate Regionals Collection) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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