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Poets of every age deal with roughly the same human emotions, and for the experienced reader poetry is
interesting or not depending upon the moment-by-moment intensity of its appeal. This skillful rendering by
John Gardner of seven Middle English poems into sparklingly modern verse translation—most of them for
the first time—represents a selection of poems that, generally, have real artistic value but are so difficult to
read in the original that they are not as well known as they deserve to be. The seven poems are: The
Alliterative Morte Arthure, Winner and Waster, The Parliament of the Three Ages, Summer Sunday, The
Debate of Body and Soul, The Thrush and the Nightingale, and The Owl and the Nightingale.

 

The first four poems represent high points in the alliterative renaissance of the fourteenth century. Morte
Arthure, here translated for the first time in its entirety into modern verse, is the only heroic romance in
Middle English—a work roughly in the same genre as the French Song of Roland. The other three poems
have been included in the anthology as further poetic examples.

 

With his employment of extensive comments and notes on the poems, Gardner provides a wealth of aids to
appreciation and understanding of his outstanding translations. The anthology will be of interest to general
readers as well as to students.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Hamm:

The guide with title The Alliterative Morte Arthure: The Owl and the Nightingale and Five Other Middle
English Poems in a Modernized Version, with Comments on the Poems (Arcturus Books, Ab116) contains a
lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you
in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

Renee Oneal:

The actual book The Alliterative Morte Arthure: The Owl and the Nightingale and Five Other Middle
English Poems in a Modernized Version, with Comments on the Poems (Arcturus Books, Ab116) has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Joshua Allen:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Alliterative Morte Arthure: The Owl
and the Nightingale and Five Other Middle English Poems in a Modernized Version, with Comments on the
Poems (Arcturus Books, Ab116) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Eli Gaddy:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Alliterative Morte Arthure: The Owl
and the Nightingale and Five Other Middle English Poems in a Modernized Version, with Comments on the
Poems (Arcturus Books, Ab116) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one
book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The
Alliterative Morte Arthure: The Owl and the Nightingale and Five Other Middle English Poems in a
Modernized Version, with Comments on the Poems (Arcturus Books, Ab116).
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