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What is truth? What value should we see in or attribute to it?

The war over the meaning and utility of truth is at the center of contemporary philosophical debate, and its
arguments have rocked the foundations of philosophical practice. In this book, the American pragmatist
Richard Rorty and the French analytic philosopher Pascal Engel present their radically different perspectives
on truth and its correspondence to reality.

Rorty doubts that the notion of truth can be of any practical use and points to the preconceptions that lie
behind truth in both the intellectual and social spheres. Engel prefers a realist conception, defending the
relevance and value of truth as a norm of belief and inquiry in both science and the public domain. Rorty
finds more danger in using the notion of truth than in getting rid of it. Engel thinks it is important to hold on
to the idea that truth is an accurate representation of reality.

In Rorty's view, epistemology is an artificial construct meant to restore a function to philosophy usurped by
the success of empirical science. Epistemology and ontology are false problems, and with their demise goes
the Cartesian dualism of subject and object and the ancient problematic of appearance and reality.
Conventional "philosophical problems," Rorty asserts, are just symptoms of the professionalism that has
disfigured the discipline since the time of Kant. Engel, however, is by no means as complacent as Rorty in
heralding the "end of truth," and he wages a fierce campaign against the "veriphobes" who deny its value.

What's the Use of Truth? is a rare opportunity to experience each side of this impassioned debate clearly and
concisely. It is a subject that has profound implications not only for philosophical inquiry but also for the
future study of all aspects of our culture.
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From reader reviews:

Blanche Ball:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled What's the Use of Truth?. Try to make book What's the Use of Truth?
as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Louis Hudson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book What's the Use of Truth?. All type of
book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Walter Blankenship:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking What's the Use of Truth? that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to
pick What's the Use of Truth? become your starter.

Irma Lovern:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is What's the Use of Truth? this book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect
styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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