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Hopkins contends that the lives of enslaved African Americans were the foundational source of liberating
faith and practice for African Americans today. Down, Up, and Over draws on their religious experience,
and the example of their faith and witness, to develop a constructive theology of liberation.

African American belief structures and hope practices blossom from the black folk's religious encounters
with God, Hopkins contends. The first half of his ambitious work reconstructs the cultural matrix of African
American religion--a total way of life formed by Protestantism, American culture, and the institution of
slavery (16191865)--in which racial identities developed. Whites from Europe and blacks from Africa
arrived with specific, differing views of God, faith, practice, and humanity. Hopkins recreates their
worldviews and how white theology sought to remake African Americans into naturally inferior beings
divinely ordained into subservience. The counter voice of enslaved blacks begets the Spirit of Liberation.

Tracking that Spirit, Hopkins crafts an explicit black theology of the Spirit of Liberation for us (God, chapter
4), with us (Jesus, chapter 5), and in us (human purpose, chapter 6). Out of the crucible of slavery emerge the
lineaments of a constructive religious vision: the constitution of a new self and a divinely purposed liberation
toward full spiritual and material humanity.

Hopkins's sweeping vision, impressive scholarship, and astute social analysis make for a fascinating and
important volume, one that can help all readers find meaning and purpose in the daunting 350-year
pilgrimage of African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Latasha Sutterfield:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black
Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion
and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology). You can add information and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Josephine Lowe:

The book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion
and Theology) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in
the Study of Religion and Theology)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and
Theology) has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Margaretta Lee:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion
and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Lisa Potter:

The e-book untitled Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of
Religion and Theology) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the



information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of
Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and
Theology) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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