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Meticulously researched and beautifully written, Fit to Be Citizens? demonstrates how both science and
public health shaped the meaning of race in the early twentieth century. Through a careful examination of the
experiences of Mexican, Japanese, and Chinese immigrants in Los Angeles, Natalia Molina illustrates the
many ways local health officials used complexly constructed concerns about public health to demean,
diminish, discipline, and ultimately define racial groups. She shows how the racialization of Mexican
Americans was not simply a matter of legal exclusion or labor exploitation, but rather that scientific
discourses and public health practices played a key role in assigning negative racial characteristics to the
group. The book skillfully moves beyond the binary oppositions that usually structure works in ethnic studies
by deploying comparative and relational approaches that reveal the racialization of Mexican Americans as
intimately associated with the relative historical and social positions of Asian Americans, African
Americans, and whites. Its rich archival grounding provides a valuable history of public health in Los
Angeles, living conditions among Mexican immigrants, and the ways in which regional racial categories
influence national laws and practices. Molina’s compelling study advances our understanding of the
complexity of racial politics, attesting that racism is not static and that different groups can occupy different
places in the racial order at different times.
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From reader reviews:

Chad Brown:

The book Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American Crossroads)
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American
Crossroads) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a guide
Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American Crossroads). Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this guide?

Vicky Bowman:

This Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American Crossroads) is great
publication for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939
(American Crossroads) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Veronica Mei:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in
Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American Crossroads) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jason Manuel:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Fit to Be Citizens?: Public Health and Race in Los Angeles, 1879-1939 (American Crossroads).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one destination for a other place.
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