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What is the role of the Writer? Prophet? High Priest of Art? Court Jester? Or witness to the real world?
Looking back on her own childhood and writing career, Margaret Atwood examines the metaphors which
writers of fiction and poetry have used to explain--or excuse!--their activities, looking at what costumes they
have assumed, what roles they have chosen to play. In her final chapter she takes up the challenge of the
title: if a writer is to be seen as "gifted", who is doing the giving and what are the terms of the gift? Atwood's
wide reference to other writers, living and dead, is balanced by anecdotes from her own experiences, both in
Canada and elsewhere. The lightness of her touch is offset by a seriousness about the purpose and the
pleasures of writing, and by a deep familiarity with the myths and traditions of western literature. Margaret
Atwood was born in 1939 in Ottawa and grew up in northern Quebec, Ontario, and Toronto. She received
her undergraduate degree from Victoria College at the University of Toronto and her master's degree from
Radcliffe College. Throughout her thirty years of writing, Atwood has received numerous awards and
honorary degrees. Hew newest novel, The Blind Assassin, won the 2000 Booker Prize for Fiction. She is the
author of more than twenty-five volumes of poetry, fiction, and non-fiction and is perhaps best known for her
novels, which include Alias Grace (1996), The Robber Bride (1994), Cat's Eye (1988), The Handmaid's Tale
(1983), Surfacing (1972) and The Edible Woman (1970). Acclaimed for her talent for portraying both
personal lives and worldly problems of universal concern, Atwood's work has been published in more than
thirty-five languages, including Japanese, Turkish, Finnish, Korean, Icelandic, and Estonian.
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From reader reviews:

Emil Townsend:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their can
do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing (The Empson
Lectures) to read.

Bettie Hentges:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Negotiating
with the Dead: A Writer on Writing (The Empson Lectures) suitable to you? The particular book was written
by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing
(The Empson Lectures)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Gary Forsyth:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer
on Writing (The Empson Lectures) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Negotiating with the Dead: A Writer on Writing (The
Empson Lectures) become your current starter.

James Haney:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Negotiating with the
Dead: A Writer on Writing (The Empson Lectures) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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