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This Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Classic includes a glossary and reader's notes to help the modern
reader appreciate Shaw's wit and cynicism. In this delightful romance about the man too self-centered to fall
in love and the woman too unsure of herself to want more out of life than the little she already has, George
Bernard Shaw shakes the dust off the Cinderella story and tells it as only he can. Eliza Doolittle, the Cockney
flower girl who wants to work in a flower shop, and Henry Higgins, the phoneticist who turns her into a
princess, are no mythological knight and maiden. Instead, even today, they resound with sharp humor and
cutting dialogue. Originally published in 1914, Pygmalion invites readers and audience members to examine
the roots of social prejudice and the true value of a human being, while also involving them in the
improbable lives of Shaw's one-dimensional, yet endearing characters.

From the Publisher

Pygmalion was originally a play written for the stage by George Bernard Shaw in 1913. It was a typical five-
act play: Act I taking place in the street outside of Covent Garden Theater; Act II taking place in the library
of Henry Higgins s home on Wimpole Street. Act III takes place in the drawing room of Higgins s mother at
her at-home. Act IV returns to Higgins s home, and Act V returns to Mrs. Higgins s drawing room. There
are, in all, three sets: the London street, Higgins s library, and Mrs. Higgins s drawing room.

The 1913 stage play is the version reproduced in the Prestwick House Literary Touchstone.

It is interesting to note that, after theater audiences and critics complained about the ambiguous ending of the
1913 stage play and the apparent lack of a happy ending, Shaw wrote an epilogue, which is included in the
Touchstone edition. In this epilogue, Shaw narrates the events of the years following the close of the play.
Eliza marries Freddy. He drops the Eynsford from his name and with financial assistance from Colonel
Pickering opens a green-grocer shop. Eliza, also with Pickering s help, opens a florist shop next door to
Freddy. The couple remains close friends with the Colonel and Higgins, neither of whom ever marry.

In 1938, Shaw adapted his stage play for the screen. This film version of Pygmalion starred Leslie Howard
as Higgins and Wendy Hiller as Eliza. There are several notable differences between the 1913 stage play and
the 1938 screenplay. While the stage play has a decidedly Victorian flavor, the screen play is definitely
twentieth-century. Whereas in the stage play, Higgins and Pickering intend to take Eliza to an ambassador s
garden party, in the screenplay, they take her to an embassy ball.

The movie also presents the scene of Eliza s triumph at the ball, which the play does not. To do so in the play
would have required an additional set change, costume changes, and a host of stage extras, all of which Shaw
and his producer apparently deemed unnecessary.

Probably the most significant difference between the 1913 stage play and the 1938 screen play, however, is
the ending. Shaw s epilogue must not have satisfied the public, as, at the end of the 1938 movie, Eliza returns
to Higgins.

It is the 1938 screenplay that served as the basis for the 1956 stage musical and the 1964 movie musical, My
Fair Lady. Again, however, there were significant changes. The visit to Mrs. Higgins s home in Act III
becomes a visit to the Ascot Racecourse. The role of Eliza s father and his marriage in Act V are greatly



expanded. How Eliza spends the night after the embassy ball is expanded, and so on.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Pygmalion -
Literary Touchstone Classic? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
various other opinion?

James Lindberg:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Pygmalion - Literary Touchstone
Classic will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with
you?

Tom Seaman:

This Pygmalion - Literary Touchstone Classic are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Pygmalion - Literary Touchstone Classic can be one of the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Pygmalion - Literary Touchstone
Classic giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Veronica Turner:

Pygmalion - Literary Touchstone Classic can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge
in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Pygmalion - Literary
Touchstone Classic however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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