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During the last years of his life, Professor Morgan had devoted much time and energy to the preparation of a
translation of Vitruvius, which he proposed to supplement with a revised text, illustrations, and notes. He had
completed the translation, with the exception of the last four chapters of the tenth book, and had discussed,
with Professor Warren, the illustrations intended for the first six books of the work; the notes had not been
arranged or completed, though many of them were outlined in the manuscript, or the intention to insert them
indicated. The several books of the translation, so far as it was completed, had been read to a little group of
friends, consisting of Professors Sheldon and Kittredge, and myself, and had received our criticism, which
had, at times, been utilized in the revision of the work.
After the death of Professor Morgan, in spite of my obvious incompetency from a technical point of view, I
undertook, at the request of his family, to complete the translation, and to see the book through the press. I
must, therefore, assume entire responsibility for the translation of the tenth book, beginning with chapter
thirteen, and further responsibility for necessary changes made by me in the earlier part of the translation,
changes which, in no case, affect any theory held by Professor Morgan, but which involve mainly the
adoption of simpler forms of statement, or the correction of obvious oversights.
The text followed is that of Valentine Rose in his second edition (Leipzig, 1899), and the variations from this
text are, with a few exceptions which are indicated in the footnotes, in the nature of a return to the consensus
of the manuscript readings.
The illustrations in the first six books are believed to be substantially in accord with the wishes of Professor
Morgan. The suggestions for illustrations in the later books were incomplete, and did not indicate, in all
cases, with sufficient definiteness to allow them to be executed, the changes from conventional plans and
designs intended by the translator. It has, therefore, been decided to include in this part of the work only
those illustrations which are known to have had the full approval of Professor Morgan. The one exception to
this principle is the reproduction of a rough model of the Ram of Hegetor, constructed by me on the basis of
the measurements given by Vitruvius and Athenaeus.
It does not seem to me necessary or even advisable to enter into a long discussion as to the date of Vitruvius,
which has been assigned to various periods from the time of Augustus to the early centuries of our era.
Professor Morgan, in several articles in the Harvard Studies in Classical Philology, and in the Proceedings of
the American Academy, all of which have been reprinted in a volume of Addresses and Essays (New York,
1909), upheld the now generally accepted view that Vitruvius wrote in the time of Augustus, and furnished
conclusive evidence that nothing in his language is inconsistent with this view. In revising the translation, I
met with one bit of evidence for a date before the end of the reign of Nero which I have never seen adduced.
In viii, 3, 21, the kingdom of Cottius is mentioned, the name depending, it is true, on an emendation, but one
which has been universally accepted since it was first proposed in 1513. The kingdom of Cottius was made
into a Roman province by Nero (cf. Suetonius, Nero, 18), and it is inconceivable that any Roman writer
subsequently referred to it as a kingdom.
It does seem necessary to add a few words about the literary merits of Vitruvius in this treatise, and about
Professor Morgan's views as to the general principles to be followed in the translation.
Vitruvius was not a great literary personage, ambitious as he was to appear in that character. As Professor
Morgan has aptly said, "he has all the marks of one unused to composition, to whom writing is a painful
task."
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From reader reviews:

Larry Munoz:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Ten Books On Architecture: With Illustrations & Original Designs can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Randy Hunter:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Ten Books On Architecture: With Illustrations &
Original Designs why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Raul Warren:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Ten Books On Architecture: With
Illustrations & Original Designs is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Virginia Gauvin:

This Ten Books On Architecture: With Illustrations & Original Designs is new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Ten
Books On Architecture: With Illustrations & Original Designs can be the light food in your case because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which
can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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