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How did the Victorians read novels? Nicholas Dames answers that deceptively simple question by revealing
a now-forgotten range of nineteenth-century theories of the novel, a range based in a study of human
physiology during the act of reading, He demonstrates the ways in which the Victorians thought they read,
and uncovers surprising responses to the question of what might have transpired in the minds and bodies of
readers of Victorian fiction. His detailed studies of novel critics who were also interested in neurological
science, combined with readings of novels by Thackeray, Eliot, Meredith, and Gissing, propose a vision of
the Victorian novel-reader as far from the quietly immersed being we now imagine - as instead a reader
whose nervous system was addressed, attacked, and soothed by authors newly aware of the neural operations
of their public. Rich in unexpected intersections, from the British response to Wagnerian opera to the birth of
speed-reading in the late nineteenth century, The Physiology of the Novel did, and still does, to the individual
reader, and provides new answers to the question of how novels influenced a culture's way of reading,
responding, and feeling.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Foxworth:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Physiology of the Novel:
Reading, Neural Science, and the Form of Victorian Fiction book as beginner and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Raymond Bailey:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural
Science, and the Form of Victorian Fiction can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Kevin Lemon:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping The Physiology of the Novel:
Reading, Neural Science, and the Form of Victorian Fiction that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural Science,
and the Form of Victorian Fiction become your own personal starter.

Susan Munoz:

This The Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural Science, and the Form of Victorian Fiction is completely
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this The Physiology of the Novel: Reading, Neural Science, and the Form
of Victorian Fiction can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book
is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean



in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better
life and knowledge.
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