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Caged in on the Outside is an intimate ethnographic exploration of the ways in which Minangkabau people
understand human value. Minangkabau, an Islamic society in Indonesia that is also the largest matrilineal
society in the world, has long fascinated anthropologists. Gregory Simon's book, based on extended ethno-
graphic research in the small city of Bukittinggi, shines new light on Minangkabau social life by delving into
people's interior lives, calling into question many assumptions about Southeast Asian values and the nature
of Islamic practice.

Simon focuses on the tension between the values of social integration and individual autonomy--both of
which are celebrated in this Islamic trading society. The book explores a series of ethnographic themes, each
one illustrating a facet of?this tension and its management in contemporary Minangkabau society: the moral
structure of the city and its economic life, the nature of Minangkabau ethnic identity, the etiquette of
everyday interactions, conceptions of self and its boundaries, hidden spaces of personal identity, and
engagements with Islamic traditions. Simon draws on interviews with Minangkabau men and women,
demonstrating how individuals engage with cultural forms and refashion them in the process: forms of
etiquette are transformed into a series of symbols tattooed on and then erased from a man's skin; a woman
shares a poem expressing an identity rooted in what cannot be directly revealed; a man puzzles over his
neglect of Islamic prayers that have the power to bring him happiness.

Applying the lessons of the Minangkabau case more broadly to debates on moral life and subjectivity, Simon
makes the case that a deep understanding of moral conceptions and practices, including those of Islam, can
never be reached simply by delineating their abstract logics or the public messages they send.
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From reader reviews:

David Kane:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in
Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). Try to stumble through book
Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Kristy Lange:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Caged in on the
Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory) suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau,
Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)is the one of several books that will everyone
read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a great deal of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Andrew Purdie:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau,
Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other
place.

Bruce Harrison:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity,
Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau, Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) to make
your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you



similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression
about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study
it. Beside that the book Caged in on the Outside: Moral Subjectivity, Selfhood, and Islam in Minangkabau,
Indonesia (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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