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No one who has read Pat Conroy's novels of family wounds and healing can fail to be moved by their
emotional appeal. But Conroy is also a major contemporary American novelist who follows in the tradition
of Southern fiction established by William Faulkner and Thomas Wolfe. This companion is the first book-
length study of his work. It explores the recurring motifs in his fiction and his special writing talents as a
prose stylist of uncommon distinction. A separate chapter for The Boo and The Water is Wide and each
novel— The Great Santini, The Lords of Discipline, The Prince of Tides, and his most recent, Beach
Music—provides a detailed analysis of the books and the common threads that unite all the novels.

A biographical chapter draws connections between Conroy's life and the autobiographical nature of his
fiction. A chapter on genre traces Conroy's roots in southern fiction and shows how all the novels fall into
the rite-of-passage genre. Each novel is analyzed for plot structure, characterization, thematic elements, and
Conroy's increasingly elaborate style and development as a master of the art of the novel. In addition, Burns
defines and applies a variety of alternative approaches to the novels to widen the reader's perspective. A
complete bibliography of Conroy's fiction as well as selected reviews and criticism complete the work.
Because of Pat Conroy's popularity among adults and teenagers, this first critical work of a major
contemporary American writer is a necessary purchase by public and secondary school libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Archer:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) book is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Vera Gates:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers).

John Ward:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to
Popular Contemporary Writers) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jamie Treat:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you is Pat Conroy: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for



explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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