
Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage
Cynthia Lowenthal

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0809324628
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0809324628
http://linebook.us/go/read.php?id=0809324628


Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage

Cynthia Lowenthal

Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage Cynthia Lowenthal

In Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage, Cynthia Lowenthal explores identity—especially
masculinity and femininity, English and “foreign,” middle-class and aristocratic—as it is enacted, idealized,
deployed, and redefined on the late-seventeenth-century British stage. Particular emphasis is placed on the
ways the theatre contributed to new and often shifting early modern definitions of the boundaries of nation,
status, and gender.

 

The first portion of the book focuses on the playwrights’ presentations of idealized men and the comic
ridicule of male bodies and behaviors that fall short of the ideal. Of special interest are those moments when
playwrights use stereotypes of national character, particularly the Spaniards and Turks, as examples of the
worst in male behavior, judgments that are always inflected with elements of class or status inconsistency.

 

The second portion of Lowenthal’s discussion focuses on playwrights’ attempts to redefine the idealized
woman. Lowenthal investigates the ways that an extratheatrical discourse surrounding the actresses, one that
essentialized them as sexual bodies demanding scrutiny and requiring containment, also serves to secure for
them an equally essential aristocratic status. Anchored by Manley’s Royal Mischief, Lowenthal’s reading
reveals that even a woman playwright’s attempts to represent female subjectivity or interiority at odds with
the surfaces of the body are doomed to return to those same surfaces.

 

By focusing on a new, early modern lability of identity and by reading less canonical women playwrights,
such as Manley and Pix, alongside established male playwrights such as Dryden and Wycherley, Performing
Identities on the Restoration Stage yields both a more accurate and a more compelling picture of the cultural
dynamics at work on the early modern stage.
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From reader reviews:

Jon McKibben:

The feeling that you get from Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage giving you
thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having that Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage instantly.

Mary Lee:

The guide with title Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage includes a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Jill Williams:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Rita Furguson:

This Performing Identities on the Restoration Stage is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for
some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Performing Identities on the
Restoration Stage can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life
and knowledge.
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