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Movie stars, entertainers, game-show hosts, jugglers, plate-spinners, gospel choirs, corporate executives
posing with over-sized checks, household name-brand products, smiling children in leg braces-all were
fixtures of the phenomenon that defined American culture in the second half of the twentieth century: the
telethon. Hundreds of millions watched these weekend-long variety shows that raised billions of dollars for
disability-related charities. Drawing on over two decades of in-depth research, Telethons trenchantly
explores the complexity underneath the campy spectacles. At its center are the disabled children, who, thanks
to a particular kind of historical-cultural marginalization, turned out to be ideal tools for promoting corporate
interests, privatized healthcare, and class status. Offering a public message about helping these unfortunate
victims, telethons perpetuated a misleading image of people with disabilities as helpless, passive, apolitical
members of American society. Paul K. Longmore's revelatory chronicle shows how these images in fact
helped major corporations increase their bottom lines, while filling gaps in the strange public-private hybrid
U.S. health insurance system. Only once disabled people pushed back in public protests did the broader
implications for all Americans become clear.

Mining insights from great thinkers such as Adam Smith, Edmund Burke, and Alexis de Tocqueville, along
with contemporary cultural figures like Jerry Lewis, Ralph Nader, and several disability rights activists,
Telethons offers a provocative meditation on big business, American government, popular culture, Cold War
values, and "activism" both narrowly and broadly defined. As highly popular entertainment, telethons
schooled Americans about how to feel about their bodies, fitness, health, and appropriate ways to interact
with people whose bodies did not fit norms determined by advertisers. The programs also taught them about
when to weep and how to cure guilt through "conspicuous contribution." Longmore's astute observations
about psychology, economics, and society reveal how writing off telethons as kitsch and irrelevant has
enabled many individual attitudes, corporate practices, and government policies to go unquestioned.
Ultimately, Telethons reveals the passion, humanity, resistance, and triumph that were not center-stage on
these popular telecasts by offering insights into the U.S. disability movement past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Telethons: Spectacle,
Disability, and the Business of Charity will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Jacqueline Bull:

This Telethons: Spectacle, Disability, and the Business of Charity is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Telethons: Spectacle, Disability, and the Business of Charity in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Edna Brooks:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Telethons: Spectacle, Disability, and the Business of Charity. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Allen Grimm:

You can obtain this Telethons: Spectacle, Disability, and the Business of Charity by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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