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A family history of surpassing beauty and power: Ian Buruma’s account of his grandparents’
enduring love through the terror and separation of two world wars

During the almost six years England was at war with Nazi Germany, Winifred and Bernard Schlesinger, Ian
Buruma’s grandparents, and the film director John Schlesinger's parents, were, like so many others,
thoroughly sundered from each other. Their only recourse was to write letters back and forth. And write they
did, often every day. In a way they were just picking up where they left off in 1918, at the end of their first
long separation because of the Great War that swept Bernard away to some of Europe’s bloodiest
battlefields. The thousands of letters between them were part of an inheritance that ultimately came into the
hands of their grandson, Ian Buruma. Now, in a labor of love that is also a powerful act of artistic creation,
Ian Buruma has woven his own voice in with theirs to provide the context and counterpoint necessary to
bring to life, not just a remarkable marriage, but a class, and an age.
 
Winifred and Bernard inherited the high European cultural ideals and attitudes that came of being born into
prosperous German-Jewish émigré families. To young Ian, who would visit from Holland every Christmas,
they seemed the very essence of England, their spacious Berkshire estate the model of genteel English
country life at its most pleasant and refined. It wasn’t until years later that he discovered how much more
there was to the story.
 
At its heart, Their Promised Land is the story of cultural assimilation. The Schlesingers were very British in
the way their relatives in Germany were very German, until Hitler destroyed that option. The problems of
being Jewish and facing anti-Semitism even in the country they loved were met with a kind of stoic
discretion. But they showed solidarity when it mattered most. As the shadows of war lengthened again, the
Schlesingers mounted a remarkable effort, which Ian Buruma describes movingly, to rescue twelve Jewish
children from the Nazis and see to their upkeep in England. 
 
Many are the books that do bad marriages justice; precious few books take readers inside a good marriage. In
Their Promised Land, Buruma has done just that; introducing us to a couple whose love was sustaining
through the darkest hours of the century.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Nathan:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Their Promised Land: My
Grandparents in Love and War is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Allen Ellis:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War can make you sense more interested to read.

Sandra Vincent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your teacher or
lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types of books that can
you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and
War.

Roxie Gregory:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Their Promised Land: My Grandparents in Love and War when you necessary it?
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