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The fifteenth century is more than any other the century of the persecution of witches. So wrote Johan
Huizinga more than eighty years ago in his classic Autumn of the Middle Ages. Although Huizinga was
correct in his observation, modern readers have tended to focus on the more spectacular witch-hunts of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Nevertheless, it was during the late Middle Ages that the full stereotype
of demonic witchcraft developed in Europe, and this is the subject of Battling Demons.

At the heart of the story is Johannes Nider (d. 1438), a Dominican theologian and reformer who alternately
persecuted heretics and negotiated with them—a man who was by far the most important church authority to
write on witchcraft in the early fifteenth century. Nider was a major source for the infamous Malleus
maleficarum, or Hammer of Witches (1486), the manual of choice for witch-hunters in late medieval Europe.
Today Nider's reputation rests squarely on his witchcraft writings, but in his own day he was better known as
a leader of the reform movement within the Dominican order and as a writer of important tracts on numerous
other aspects of late medieval religiosity, including heresy and lay piety. Battling Demons places Nider in
this wider context, showing that for late medieval thinkers, witchcraft was one facet of a much larger crisis
plaguing Christian society.

As the only English-language study to focus exclusively on the rise of witchcraft in the early fifteenth
century, Battling Demons will be important to students and scholars of the history of magic and witchcraft
and medieval religious history.
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From reader reviews:

Max Norris:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Battling
Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in History)? Maybe it is being
best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better
than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Beverly McKeever:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the e-book untitled Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle
Ages (Magic in History) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Lisa Maurer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in
History) can make you sense more interested to read.

Minnie Weiner:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just in search of the Battling Demons: Witchcraft, Heresy, and Reform in the Late Middle Ages (Magic in
History) when you needed it?
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