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When first published in 1979, Haim Be’er’s Feathers was a critical and commercial success, ushering in a
period of great productivity and expansiveness in modern Hebrew literature. Now considered a classic in
Israeli fiction the book is finally available to English readers worldwide. In this, his first novel, Be’er
portrays the world of a deeply religious community in Jerusalem during the author’s childhood and
adolescence in the 1950s and 60s. The novel is filled with vivid portraits of eccentric Jerusalem characters,
chief among them the book’s main character, Mordecai Leder, who dreams of founding a utopian colony
based on the theories of the nineteenth-century Viennese Jewish thinker Karl Popper-Lynkeus. Similar high-
flying dreams inspire the family of the narrator, strict Orthodox Jews with impractical minds and
adventurous souls—men such as the narrator’s father, who periodically disappears from home on botanical
expeditions meant to prove that the willow tree of Scripture is in fact the Australian eucalyptus.

Experimental in structure and mood, Feathers features kaleidoscopic jumps in time, back and forth in the
narrator’s memories from boyhood to adulthood. Its moods swing wildly from hilarity to the macabre, from
familial warmth to the loneliness of adolescence. Jerusalem and its inhabitants, as well as the emotional life
of the narrator, are splintered and reconstituted, shattered and patched. This fragmentation, combined with a
preoccupation with death and physical dissolution and dreamlike flights of imagination, evokes an Israeli
magical realism.

Feathers was chosen one of the 100 Greatest Works of Modern Jewish Literature by the National Yiddish
Book Center.
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From reader reviews:

Sammy McManus:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for
the Study of European Jewry) was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series
for the Study of European Jewry) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship using the book Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry).
You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Joseph Bolden:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the
Study of European Jewry) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Carrie Porter:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you
have read is usually Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry).

Carlos Reese:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Feathers (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) this
publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book
suited all of you.
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