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Dolls have long been perceived as symbols of domesticity, maternity, and materialism, designed by men and
loved by girls who wanted to 'play house.' In this engagingly written and illustrated social history of the
American doll industry, Miriam Formanek-Brunell shows that this has not always been the case. Drawing on
a wide variety of contemporary sources -- including popular magazines advertising, autobiographies,
juvenile literature, patents, photographs, and the dolls themselves -- Formanek-Brunell traces the history of
the doll industry back to its beginnings, a time when American men, women, and girls each claimed the right
to construct dolls and gender. Formanek-Brunell describes how dolls and doll play changed over time:
antebellum rag dolls taught sewing skills; Gilded Age fashion dolls inculcated formal social rituals;
Progressive Era dolls promoted health and active play; and the realistic baby dolls of the 1920s fostered girls'
maternal impulses. She discusses how the aesthetic values and business methods of women dollmakers
differed from those of their male counterpart, and she describes, for example, Martha Chase, who made
America's first soft, sanitary cloth dolls, and Rose O'Neill, inventor of the kewpie doll. According to
Formanek-Brunell, although American businessmen ultimately dominated the industry with dolls they
marketed as symbols of an idealized feminine domesticity, businesswomen presented an alternative vision of
gender for both girls and boys through a variety of dolls they manufactured themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Payne:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of
American Girlhood, 1830-1930. Try to face the book Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization
of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 as your buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Thomas Evans:

This Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Made to Play
House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 can be on the list of great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Made to
Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Marion Richey:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list will be Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American
Girlhood, 1830-1930. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Bernice Cofield:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American Girlhood,
1830-1930 was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that



you just wanted.
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