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A masterwork of historical reconstruction?the life and times of an arch criminal who may well have
been Jack the Ripper.

During the three turbulent decades before World War I, Joseph Silver became the greatest criminal of his
time, perfecting his skills as a burglar, gun runner, jewel thief, and ultimately trafficker in prostitution and
female slavery across four continents. He was notorious even among his competitors at a time when such
business was rampant on both sides of the Atlantic, and he covered his tracks with extraordinary skill.

A chance encounter with Silver's career in South Africa set Charles van Onselen on a twenty five-year
obsession: a journey to reconstruct the shadowy life and times of?in some ways to match wits with?a devious
master criminal. From Russian Poland in the 1860s, where Silver was born Joseph Lis, to London in the
1880s, turn-of-the-century New York, Argentina, and Africa, van Onselen recaptures the dangerous
demimonde of the Atlantic world. Silver's notoriety was found among the most confidential correspondence
of a dozen countries; what those in law enforcement kept to themselves, however, was how their officers had
attempted to use Silver as an informer to infiltrate syndicates built on vice, only to have him outwit them as
he moved in the risky space between police and prostitutes.

Such is the meticulousness of van Onselen's research that The Fox and the Flies is as rich in history as it is in
the detail and drama of Silver's career, as layer after layer of his life and times are revealed. And it has an
extraordinary pay-off, for van Onselen contends that Joseph Silver's darkest secret of all lay in London in the
autumn of 1888 when, before he embarked on his legendary life of crime, he was, indeed, Jack the Ripper.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Sage:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The Fox and the Flies:
The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal.

William Copeland:

Exactly why? Because this The Fox and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Catherine Almond:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Fox and the Flies: The
Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Fox and the Flies: The
Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal become your starter.

Rex Vogler:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make summary
for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their hobby. They just
do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this age,



many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Fox
and the Flies: The Secret Life of a Grotesque Master Criminal can make you feel more interested to read.
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