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"Time Maps extends beyond all of the old clichés about linear, circular, and spiral patterns of historical
process and provides us with models of the actual legends used to map history. It is a brilliant and elegant
exercise in model building that provides new insights into some of the old questions about philosophy of
history, historical narrative, and what is called straight history."-Hayden White, University of California,
Santa Cruz

Who were the first people to inhabit North America? Does the West Bank belong to the Arabs or the Jews?
Why are racists so obsessed with origins? Is a seventh cousin still a cousin? Why do some societies name
their children after dead ancestors?

As Eviatar Zerubavel demonstrates in Time Maps, we cannot answer burning questions such as these without
a deeper understanding of how we envision the past. In a pioneering attempt to map the structure of our
collective memory, Zerubavel considers the cognitive patterns we use to organize the past in our minds and
the mental strategies that help us string together unrelated events into coherent and meaningful narratives, as
well as the social grammar of battles over conflicting interpretations of history. Drawing on fascinating
examples that range from Hiroshima to the Holocaust, from Columbus to Lucy, and from ancient Egypt to
the former Yugoslavia, Zerubavel shows how we construct historical origins; how we tie discontinuous
events together into stories; how we link families and entire nations through genealogies; and how we
separate distinct historical periods from one another through watersheds, such as the invention of fire or the
fall of the Berlin Wall.

Most people think the Roman Empire ended in 476, even though it lasted another 977 years in Byzantium.
Challenging such conventional wisdom, Time Maps will be must reading for anyone interested in how the
history of our world takes shape.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Torres:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important normally. The book Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social
Shape of the Past had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social
Shape of the Past is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past. You never sense lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Ramon Hudson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape
of the Past is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Kathryn Patterson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past book is
readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer of Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past content conveys the thought
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social
Shape of the Past is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Brian Rocha:

The book untitled Time Maps: Collective Memory and the Social Shape of the Past contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous
author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
read.
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