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Fakery, authenticity, and identity in American literature and culture at the turn of the 20th century
Focusing on texts written between 1880 and 1930, Mary McAleer Balkun explores the concept of the
"counterfeit," both in terms of material goods and invented identities, and the ways that the acquisition of
objects came to define individuals in American culture and literature. Counterfeiting is, in one sense, about
the creation of something that appears authentic--an invented self, a museum display, a forged work of art.
But the counterfeit can also be a means by which the authentic is measured, thereby creating our conception
of the true or real.When counterfeiting is applied to individual identities, it fosters fluidityin social
boundaries and the games of social climbing and passing that have come to be representative of American
culture: the Horatio Alger story, the con man or huckster, the social climber, the ethnically ambiguous.
Balkun provides new readings of traditional texts such as "The Great Gatsby," "Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn," and "The House of Mirth," as well as readings of less-studied texts, such as Walt Whitman's
"Specimen Days" and Nella Larsen's "Passing." In each of these texts, Balkun locates the presence of
manufactured identities and counterfeit figures, demonstrating that where authenticity and consumerism
intersect, the self becomes but another commodity to be promoted, sold, and eventually consumed.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Poppe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in
American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) book is readable by simply you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The American
Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism)
content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The American Counterfeit:
Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ryan Maggard:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Maria Hughes:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature
and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Iva Simmon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that



usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The American Counterfeit:
Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism), you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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