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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered because of politics and
accidents of history that have subordinated cultural diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called
“public diplomacy.” With anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive, age-old tool for promoting
understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplomacy to
demonstrate its valuable past contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future. Cultural relations
occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism, student exchanges,
entertainment, communications, migration, intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters. But cultural
diplomacy only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural exchange through
planned programs to promote broad national interests. The First Resort of Kings examines the first eight
decades of formal U.S. cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I through the 1990s.
Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches his narrative by detailing the
professional experiences of the men and women who have represented American democracy, education,
intellect, art, and literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue of American culture
and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic political concern but is the deepest
cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularly in the wake of
the Iraq War, America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment in
international goodwill and understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Trumbo:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this The First Resort of Kings: American
Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Kelly McDowell:

The feeling that you get from The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth
Century is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this particular The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth
Century instantly.

Edward McCain:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The First Resort of Kings: American
Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century publication written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt
The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century as good book not merely
by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Verna Krell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and The First Resort of Kings:
American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century as well as others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication



was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
other case, beside science guide, any other book likes The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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