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In 1919, when Wesley Williams became a New York City firefighter, he stepped into a world that was 100%
white and predominantly Irish. As far as this city knew, black men in the Fire Department of New York
(FDNY) tended horses.

Nearly a century later, many things in the FDNY had changed?but not the scarcity of blacks. New York had
about 300 black firefighters?roughly 3 percent of the 11,000 New York firefighters in a city of two million
African Americans. That made the FDNY a true aberration compared to all the other uniformed departments,
like the NYPD. Decades earlier, women and blacks had sued over its hiring practices and won. But the
FDNY never took permanent steps to eradicate the inequities, which led to a courtroom show-down between
New York City's billionaire Mayor, Mike Bloomberg, and a determined group of black activist firefighters. It
was not until 2014 that the city settled the $98 million lawsuit.

At the center of this book are stories of courage?about firefighters risking their lives in the line of duty but
also risking their livelihood by battling an unjust system. Among them: FDNY Captain Paul Washington, a
second generation black firefighter, who spent his multi-decade career fighting to get minorities on the job.
He faced an insular culture made up of relatives who never saw their own inclusion as favoritism.

Based on author Ginger Adams Otis' years of on the ground reporting, Firefight is an exciting blend of the
high-octane energy of firefighting and critical Civil Rights history.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Roop:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to
Integrate New York's Bravest is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sarah Luis:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer of Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest content conveys prospect
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New
York's Bravest is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Clare Andrews:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Firefight: The
Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest suitable to you? Often the book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Firefight: The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New
York's Bravestis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Danielle Burdette:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Firefight: The Century-Long Battle
to Integrate New York's Bravest reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Firefight:
The Century-Long Battle to Integrate New York's Bravest as good book but not only by the cover but also
with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you



have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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