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“Low Braidge!” The people on deck bent over, some until heads touched knees, others, more exactly
calculating, just sufficiently to clear the beams. The canal-boat passed beneath the bridge, and all
straightened themselves on their camp-stools. The gentlemen who were smoking put their cigars again
between their lips. The two or three ladies resumed book or knitting. The sun was low, and the sycamores
and willows fringing the banks cast long shadows across the canal. The northern bank was not so clothed
with foliage, and one saw an expanse of bottom land, meadows and cornfields, and beyond, low mountains,
purple in the evening light. The boat slipped from a stripe of gold into a stripe of shadow, and from a stripe
of shadow into a stripe of gold. The negro and the mule on the towpath were now but a bit of dusk in motion,
and now were lit and, so to speak, powdered with gold-dust. Now the rope between boat and towpath showed
an arm-thick golden serpent, and now it did not show at all. Now a little cloud of gnats and flies,
accompanying the boat, shone in burnished armour and now they put on a mantle of shade. A dark little girl,
of twelve years, dark and thin, sitting aft on the deck floor, her long, white-stockinged legs folded decorously
under her, her blue gingham skirt spread out, and her Leghorn hat upon her knees, appealed to one of the
reading ladies. “Aunt Serena, what is ‘evolution’?” Miss Serena Ashendyne laid down her book.
“‘Evolution,’” she said blankly, “‘what is evolution?’” “I heard grandfather say it just now. He said, ‘That
man Darwin and his evolution’--” “Oh!” said Miss Serena. “He meant a very wicked and irreligious
Englishman who wrote a dreadful book.” “Was it named ‘Evolution’?” “No. I forget just what it is called.
‘Beginning’—No! ‘Origin of Species.’ That was it.” “Have we got it in the library at Gilead Balm?”
“Heavens! No!” “Why?” “Your grandfather wouldn’t let it come into the house. No lady would read it.”
“Oh!” Miss Serena returned to her novel. She sat very elegantly on the camp-stool, a graceful, long-lined,
drooping form in a greenish-grey delaine picked out with tiny daisies. It was made polonaise. Miss Serena,
alone of the people at Gilead Balm, kept up with the fashions. At the other end of the long, narrow deck a
knot of country gentlemen were telling war stories. All had fought in the war—the war that had been over
now for twenty years and more. There were an empty sleeve and a wooden leg in the group and other marks
of bullet and sabre. They told good stories, the country gentlemen, and they indulged in mellow laughter.
Blue rings of tobacco-smoke rose and mingled and made a haze about that end of the boat. “How the
gentlemen are enjoying themselves!” said placidly one of the knitting ladies. The dark little girl continued to
ponder the omission from the library. “Aunt Serena--” “Yes, Hagar.” “Is it like ‘Tom Jones’?” “‘Tom Jones’!
What do you know about ‘Tom Jones’?” “Grandfather was reading it one day and laughing, and after he had
done with it I got it down from the top shelf and asked him if I might read it, and he said, ‘No, certainly not!
it isn’t a book for ladies.’” “Your grandfather was quite right. You read entirely too much anyway. Dr. Bude
told your mother so.” The little girl turned large, alarmed eyes upon her. “I don’t read half as much as I used
to. I don’t read except just a little time in the morning and evening and after supper. It would kill me if I
couldn’t read--” “Well, well,” said Miss Serena, “I suppose we shall continue to spoil you!” She said it in a
very sweet voice, and she patted the child’s arm and then she went back to “The Wooing O’t.” She was fond
of reading novels herself, though she liked better to do macramé work and to paint porcelain placques.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Cortez:

The book HAGAR, New Edition can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book HAGAR, New Edition? Some of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book HAGAR, New Edition has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Francis Lopez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name HAGAR,
New Edition suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled HAGAR, New Editionis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Christine Cote:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this HAGAR, New Edition e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your current hunger then you still hesitation HAGAR, New Edition as good book not only by the cover but
also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its include, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

William Littlejohn:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This HAGAR, New Edition can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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