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In The Excessive Subject: A New Theory of Social Change, Molly Anne Rothenberg uncovers an innovative
theory of social change implicit in the writings of radical social theorists, such as Pierre Bourdieu, Michel de
Certeau, Judith Butler, Ernesto Laclau, and Slavoj ?i?ek. Through case studies of these writers' work,
Rothenberg illuminates how this new theory calls into question currently accepted views of social practices,
subject formation, democratic interaction, hegemony, political solidarity, revolutionary acts, and the ethics of
alterity.

Finding a common dissatisfaction with the dominant paradigms of social structures in the authors she
discusses, Rothenberg goes on to show that each of these thinkers makes use of Lacan's investigations of the
causality of subjectivity in an effort to find an alternative paradigm. Labeling this paradigm 'extimate
causality', Rothenberg demonstrates how it produces a nondeterminacy, so that every subject bears some
excess; paradoxically, this excess is what structures the social field itself. Whilst other theories of social
change, subject formation, and political alliance invariably conceive of the elimination of this excess as
necessary to their projects, the theory of extimate causality makes clear that it is ineradicable. To imagine
otherwise is to be held hostage to a politics of fantasy. As she examines the importance as well as the
limitations of theories that put extimate causality to work, Rothenberg reveals how the excess of the subject
promises a new theory of social change.

By bringing these prominent thinkers together for the first time in one volume, this landmark text will be
sure to ignite debate among scholars in the field, as well as being an indispensable tool for students.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Russell:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Excessive Subject: A New Theory
of Social Change will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Roberta Bourland:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the publication untitled The Excessive Subject: A New Theory of Social Change can be
excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Anderson:

The book untitled The Excessive Subject: A New Theory of Social Change contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward all the people,
so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author provides
you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Syble Mills:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One
of several books in the top listing in your reading list is The Excessive Subject: A New Theory of Social
Change. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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