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In 2005, historian Jason Emerson discovered a steamer trunk formerly owned by Robert Todd Lincoln's

lawyer and stowed in an attic for forty years. The trunk contained a rare find: twenty-five letters pertaining to

Mary Todd Lincoln's life and insanity case, letters assumed long destroyed by the Lincoln family. Mary

wrote twenty of the letters herself, more than half from the insane asylum to which her son Robert had her

committed, and many in the months and years after.

            The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the first examination of Mary Lincoln’s mental illness based on the
lost letters, and the first new interpretation of the insanity case in twenty years. This compelling story of the
purported insanity of one of America’s most tragic first ladies provides new and previously unpublished
materials, including the psychiatric diagnosis of Mary’s mental illness and her lost will.

Emerson charts Mary Lincoln’s mental illness throughout her life and describes how a predisposition
to psychiatric illness and a life of mental and emotional trauma led to her commitment to the asylum. The
first to state unequivocally that Mary Lincoln suffered from bipolar disorder, Emerson offers a psychiatric
perspective on the insanity case based on consultations with psychiatrist experts.
            This book reveals Abraham Lincoln’s understanding of his wife’s mental illness and the degree to
which he helped keep her stable. It also traces Mary’s life after her husband’s assassination, including her
severe depression and physical ailments, the harsh public criticism she endured, the Old Clothes Scandal,
and the death of her son Tad.

          The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the story not only of Mary, but also of Robert. It details how he dealt

with his mother’s increasing irrationality and why it embarrassed his Victorian sensibilities; it explains the

reasons he had his mother committed, his response to her suicide attempt, and her plot to murder him. It also

shows why and how he ultimately agreed to her release from the asylum eight months early, and what their

relationship was like until Mary’s death.

This historical page-turner provides readers for the first time with the lost letters that historians had

been in search of for eighty years.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Stanley:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book The Madness of Mary Lincoln has been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The guide The Madness of Mary Lincoln is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book The Madness of Mary Lincoln. You never really feel lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Jamie Sparks:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Madness of Mary
Lincoln book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Cindi Russell:

The feeling that you get from The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the more deep you searching the information
that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but The Madness of Mary Lincoln giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this kind of The Madness of Mary Lincoln instantly.

Heather Stewart:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Madness of Mary
Lincoln that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you could pick The Madness of Mary Lincoln become your own starter.
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