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Bachelor Thesis from the year 2008 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 1, University of Paderborn, language: English, abstract: American Literature thematizing youth,
adolescence and initiation draws on a long tradition reaching back to the 18th century, including writers like
Herman Melville, Mark Twain, Henry James and William Faulkner. After the Second World War, the
American novel of adolescence flourished again in a period that also gave birth to the genre's arguably most
prominent representative: When J.D. Salinger's novel The Catcher in the Rye first entered the American
book market in 1951, its critical reception could not have diverged more. Salinger's first novel, after
publishing a number of short stories in the New Yorker, was mostly attacked for its extensive use of
colloquial language. Initial reviews ranged from "an unusual brilliant first novel" to "wholly repellent in its
mingled vulgarity [...] and sly perversion". In 1985, thirty-four years later, Less Than Zero, the first novel of
Bennington College student Bret Easton Ellis, was published and also received widely mixed criticism.
While Interview Magazine called his debut "startling and hypnotic", Paul Gray wrote in an article for Time
Magazine that the novel "offers little more than its title promises", referring to its lack of depth and fully
developed characters. The first part of this work will lay the theoretical foundations and discuss the genre of
the novel of adolescence in respect to the two novels under investigation. After covering the theoretical
basics, the second part of this paper intends to concentrate on detecting parallels in the themes and
presentations of adolescence and initiation in both works. Since social criticism is always a central genre-
specific characteristic of the novel of adolescence, the next part will briefly discuss this issue in respect to
The Catcher in the Rye as well as Less Than Zero and point to a pos
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's
the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less Than Zero as your daily resource information.

Johnny Cervantes:

This book untitled American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less
Than Zero to be one of several books this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by
using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this
guide from your list.

Frederick Avelar:

The book untitled American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less
Than Zero contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The
language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The
book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice study.

John Coffin:

This American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less Than Zero is
new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest
in reading this American Adolescence: J.D. Salinger's the Catcher in the Rye and Bret Easton Ellis' Less
Than Zero can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as



well as knowledge.
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