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In this ambitious and provocative text, environmental historian Ted Steinberg offers a sweeping history of
the United States--a history that, for the first time, places the environment at the very center of the narrative.
Now in a new edition, Down to Earth reenvisions the story of America "from the ground up." It reveals how
focusing on plants, animals, climate, and other ecological factors can radically change the way that we think
about the past. Examining such familiar topics as colonization, the industrial revolution, slavery, the Civil
War, and the emergence of consumer culture, Steinberg recounts how the natural world influenced the course
of human history. From the colonists' attempts to impose order on the land to modern efforts to sell the
wilderness as a consumer good, he reminds readers that many critical episodes in U.S. history were, in fact,
environmental events. The text highlights the ways in which Americans have attempted to reshape and
control nature, from Thomas Jefferson's surveying plan, which divided the national landscape into a grid, to
the transformation of animals, crops, and even water into commodities.

In the second edition, Steinberg has thoroughly revised and updated the section on the twentieth century. He
also introduces a timely new theme--the rise of the corporation. By addressing the ways in which nature
functions in the world of big business, as well as the efforts by environmentalists to combat corporate power,
Steinberg provides a richer understanding of consumerism.

Down to Earth is ideal for courses in environmental history, environmental studies, urban studies, economic
history, and American history. Passionately argued and thought provoking, this powerful text retells our
nation's history with nature in the foreground--a perspective that will challenge our view of everything from
Jamestown to McDonald's.
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From reader reviews:

Viola Coghlan:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American
History is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Robinson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Down to Earth:
Nature's Role in American History which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.

Jane Rippeon:

This Down to Earth: Nature's Role in American History is new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Down to Earth: Nature's Role in
American History can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication
is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Mary Perez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Down to
Earth: Nature's Role in American History.
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