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This book is a collection of English proverbs, sentences, and proverbial phrases from the Middle Ages. The
material is drawn from an exhaustive examination of the surviving texts, mainly printed ones but some still
in manuscript. Certain books written later than 1500, usually by authors who were born twenty years or so
before the turn of the century, are included, and John Heywood, the first great assembler of English proverbs,
is represented by the sayings he compiled.

"No matter how popular a saying may appear," Mr. Whiting points out in his Preface, "it comes to us at one
remove or more from popular usage. The medieval proverbs which survive do so only because they were
written down by educated men, none of them collectors from the field. In most cases the sayings were
incorporated in literary works by authors who did not hesitate to make changes suggested by context,
application, and meter. We sometimes forget that Heywood's Dialogue and Epigrams are poems, although
Heywood's standards of prosody are such as to let him use proverbs without too drastic changes for rhyme
and rhythm's sake. What we have in most quotations is the proverb, not as an author may have heard or read
it, but in the form which suited his immediate convenience or whim."

The sayings are alphabetized by key words and the quotations are in chronological order. Cross-references
link sayings of similar import, and the index is a guide to important words other than those by which the
alphabetical order is established. References are given to the standard collections of English proverbs, so that
the user can trace the later history of many of the sayings.

Filling a long-felt gap in the field, this work will be indispensable to students of Old and Middle English
literature and of great value to everyone interested in the rich resources of proverb lore.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question because just their can do in
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this specific Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from
English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) to read.

Linda Wood:

This Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press)
are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Proverbs,
Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press) can be one of
many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap Press)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Edward McCain:

The book Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap
Press) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Lily McDermott:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Proverbs, Sentences, and Proverbial Phrases from English Writings Mainly before 1500 (Belknap
Press) offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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