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When large formations of Allied four-engine bombers finally flew over Europe, it marked the beginning of
the end for the Third Reich. Their relentless hammering of Germany totaling more than 1.4 million missions
took out oil refineries, industries, and transportation infrastructures vital to the Reich's war effort. While
other accounts have focused on operational details, this is the first book to reveal the crucial role of air
intelligence in these dramatic campaigns.

Robert Ehlers reexamines these bombings through the lens of both air intelligence and operations, a dual
approach that shows how the former was so vital to the latter's success. Air intelligence was essential to both
targeting and damage assessment, and by demonstrating its contributions to the Combined Bomber Offensive
of 1943-1945, Ehlers provides a wealth of new insight into the war.

Ehlers describes the close ties that developed between the Royal Air Force's "precision intelligence" arm and
the U.S. Army Air Force's "precision bombardment" forces, telling how the RAF's photographic
reconnaissance and signals intelligence steered both British and American bombers to the right targets at the
right intervals with the right munitions. He shows that the greatest strength of this partnership was its ability
to orchestrate all aspects of damage assessment within an effective organizational structure, so that by 1944
senior air commanders like the RAF's Arthur "Bomber" Harris and the AAF's Carl "Tooey" Spaatz could
gauge the accuracy of bombing with a high degree of precision, analyze its effects on the German war effort,
and determine its effectiveness in helping the Allies achieve strategic objectives.

Ehlers focuses on three key offensives in 1944 against French and Belgian rail supply lines delivering
German troops and supplies to Normandy, against German oil refineries, and against railroads and
waterways inside the Reich that had a disastrous effect on the Nazi war effort. In the process, he underscores
the degree to which bombers constituted part of a highly effective combined-arms force, giving Allied
armies crucial advantages on the battlefield. Drawing on a huge collection of bomb-damage assessment
photographs and a wealth of other archival sources, he shows that the success of these and other efforts can
be traced directly to the success of air intelligence.

Providing a deeper and more accurate understanding of the bomber campaigns' role in the Allied victory,
Ehlers's study testifies to the strategic importance of these efforts in that war and provides a tool for
understanding the importance of intelligence operations in future conflicts.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Roth:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the
Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) it is very good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Donald Jackson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied
Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) why because the great cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Deborah Martins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Targeting the Third Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied
Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) or maybe others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and
more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Targeting the Third
Reich: Air Intelligence and the Allied Bombing Campaigns (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jessie Davis:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
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(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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