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Black Elk of the Sioux has been recognized as one of the truly remarkable men of his time in the matter of
religious belief and practice. Shortly before his death in August, 1950, when he was the "keeper of the sacred
pipe," he said, "It is my prayer that, through our sacred pipe, and through this book in which I shall explain
what our pipe really is, peace may come to those peoples who can understand, and understanding which must
be of the heart and not of the head alone. Then they will realize that we Indians know the One true God, and
that we pray to Him continually."

Black Elk was the only qualified priest of the older Oglala Sioux still living when The Sacred Pipe was
written. This is his book: he gave it orally to Joseph Epes Brown during the latter's eight month's residence
on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, where Black Elk lived. Beginning with the story of White
Buffalo Cow Woman's first visit to the Sioux to give them the sacred pip~, Black Elk describes and discusses
the details and meanings of the seven rites, which were disclosed, one by one, to the Sioux through visions.
He takes the reader through the sun dance, the purification rite, the "keeping of the soul," and other rites,
showing how the Sioux have come to terms with God and nature and their fellow men through a rare spirit of
sacrifice and determination.

The wakan Mysteries of the Siouan peoples have been a subject of interest and study by explorers and
scholars from the period of earliest contact between whites and Indians in North America, but Black Elk's
account is without doubt the most highly developed on this religion and cosmography. The Sacred Pipe,
published as volume thirty-six in the Civilization of the American Indian Series, will be greeted
enthusiastically by students of comparative religion, ethnologists, historians, philosophers, and everyone
interested in American Indian life.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Ramirez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high. For you
who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Sacred Pipe: Black Elk’s Account of the
Seven Rites of the Oglala Sioux (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Troy Cochran:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Sacred Pipe: Black Elk’s Account of the
Seven Rites of the Oglala Sioux (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) is kind of publication
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Benjamin Munk:

Often the book The Sacred Pipe: Black Elk’s Account of the Seven Rites of the Oglala Sioux (The
Civilization of the American Indian Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking
over this book.

Christopher Melendez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled The Sacred Pipe: Black Elk’s Account of the Seven Rites of the Oglala Sioux (The Civilization of
the American Indian Series) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Sacred Pipe: Black Elk’s Account of the Seven Rites of the Oglala Sioux (The Civilization of the American
Indian Series) giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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