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Rudolf Raff is recognized as a pioneer in evolutionary developmental biology. In their 1983 book, Embryos,
Genes, and Evolution, Raff and co-author Thomas Kaufman proposed a synthesis of developmental and
evolutionary biology. In The Shape of Life, Raff analyzes the rise of this new experimental discipline and
lays out new research questions, hypotheses, and approaches to guide its development.

Raff uses the evolution of animal body plans to exemplify the interplay between developmental mechanisms
and evolutionary patterns. Animal body plans emerged half a billion years ago. Evolution within these body
plans during this span of time has resulted in the tremendous diversity of living animal forms.

Raff argues for an integrated approach to the study of the intertwined roles of development and evolution
involving phylogenetic, comparative, and functional biology. This new synthesis will interest not only
scientists working in these areas, but also paleontologists, zoologists, morphologists, molecular biologists,
and geneticists.
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From reader reviews:

Marc Gaul:

The book The Shape of Life: Genes, Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make examining a book The Shape of Life: Genes, Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form to
become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication The Shape of Life:
Genes, Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Benjamin Torres:

The publication untitled The Shape of Life: Genes, Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form is the
e-book that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
a person. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Shape of Life: Genes, Development, and the
Evolution of Animal Form from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Anthony Alfaro:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Shape of Life: Genes,
Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in
the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ernestine Biggs:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book The Shape of Life: Genes, Development, and the Evolution of Animal Form. Contain your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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