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In this stimulating collection of essays, John Roberts draws together a wide range of work on some of the
most important artists of the post-war period. Written by leading art historians and artist-writers, the essays
take a sharply critical look at the construction of modern art history. The artists discussed include Francis
Picabia, Robert Smithson, Ad Reinhardt, Andy Warhol, Gerhard Richter, Mary Kelly, Cindy Sherman,
Victor Burgin and Laurie Anderson.

The extensive influence of post-structuralism on all schools of art history has brought about a widespread
derogation of questions around intentionality and social agency. Free-ranging textual interpretation has come
to outweigh causal analysis. Art Has No History! reverses this bias. Putting the artist back into art history, the
essays reinstate the claims for historical materialism as a theory of the conflictual socialization of
individuals. Acknowledging the dissemblances involved in the representations of artistic invention, the book
challenges the self-image of traditional art history and the radical New Art History alike.

In his introduction, John Roberts gives a fascinating account of the vicissitudes of Marxist writing on art,
from Max Raphael and Arnold Hauser to T.J. Clark and Griselda Pollock. Placing the debates on intention
and agency in their wider political context, he refers to what he calls “the continuing influence of historical
materialism on the best Anglophone art writing today.” Art Has No History! is a lively and iconoclastic
contribution to that tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Carroll:

This Art Has No History!: The Making and Unmaking of Modern Art are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Art Has No History!: The Making and
Unmaking of Modern Art can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Art Has No History!: The Making and Unmaking
of Modern Art giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jessica Wilson:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Art Has No
History!: The Making and Unmaking of Modern Art suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Art Has No History!: The Making and Unmaking of
Modern Artis the one of several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

Scott Fisher:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Art Has No History!: The Making and Unmaking of Modern
Art why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Stephen Redmond:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Art Has No
History!: The Making and Unmaking of Modern Art which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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