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Emphasizing how modes of book production, promotion, and consumption shape ideas of literary value,
Edward Mack examines the role of Japan’s publishing industry in defining modern Japanese literature. In the
late nineteenth century and early twentieth, as cultural and economic power consolidated in Tokyo, the city’s
literary and publishing elites came to dominate the dissemination and preservation of Japanese literature. As
Mack explains, they conferred cultural value on particular works by creating prizes and multivolume
anthologies that signaled literary merit. One such anthology, the Complete Works of Contemporary Japanese
Literature (published between 1926 and 1931), provided many readers with their first experience of selected
texts designated as modern Japanese literature. The low price of one yen per volume allowed the series to
reach hundreds of thousands of readers. An early prize for modern Japanese literature, the annual Akutagawa
Prize, first awarded in 1935, became the country’s highest-profile literary award. Mack chronicles the history
of book production and consumption in Japan, showing how advances in technology, the expansion of a
market for literary commodities, and the development of an extensive reading community enabled
phenomena such as the Complete Works of Contemporary Japanese Literature and the Akutagawa Prize to
manufacture the very concept of modern Japanese literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Smith:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-
Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

James Goodman:

The e-book with title Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of
Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) has lot of information that you can find out it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Cynthia Miller:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Manufacturing Modern Japanese
Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and
Society) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Donna Wright:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Manufacturing Modern Japanese Literature: Publishing, Prizes, and the
Ascription of Literary Value (Asia-Pacific: Culture, Politics, and Society) was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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