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The postwar period witnessed an outpouring of white life novels--that is, texts by African American writers
focused almost exclusively on white characters. Almost every major mid-twentieth century black writer,
including Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright, Ann Petry and James Baldwin, published one of these
anomalous texts. Controversial since their publication in the 1940s and 50s, these novels have since fallen
into obscurity given the challenges they pose to traditional conceptions of the African American literary
canon.

Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects aims to bring these neglected novels back into
conversations about the nature of African American literature and the unique expectations imposed upon
black texts. In a series of nuanced readings, Li demonstrates how postwar black novelists were at the
forefront of what is now commonly understood as whiteness studies. Novels like Hurston's Seraph on the
Suwanee and Wright's Savage Holiday, once read as abdications of the political imperative of African
American literature, are revisited with an awareness of how whiteness signifies in multivalent ways that
critique America's abiding racial hierarchies. These novels explore how this particular racial construction is
freighted with social power and narrative meaning. Whiteness repeatedly figures in these texts as a set of
expectations that are nearly impossible to fulfill. By describing characters who continually fail at whiteness,
white life novels ask readers to reassess what race means for all Americans.

Along with its close analysis of key white life novels, Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects
also provides important historical context to understand how these texts represented the hopes and anxieties
of a newly integrated nation.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Smith:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects (Oxford Studies in
American Literary History) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with Playing in the White: Black Writers,
White Subjects (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) content conveys the idea easily to understand
by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different as it.
So , do you still thinking Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects (Oxford Studies in American
Literary History) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Louetta Cantrell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Playing in the White: Black Writers, White
Subjects (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Norman Ross:

This Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects (Oxford Studies in American Literary History) is
great e-book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects (Oxford Studies
in American Literary History) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous
one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt
which?

Joan Morris:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Playing in the White: Black Writers, White Subjects (Oxford Studies in



American Literary History) was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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