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Since the first reports of travelers returning from visits to the Ottoman and Mughal empires in early modern
times, European culture has been obsessed by the figure of the odalisque. The term initially used to describe
a woman living in a Turkish harem or Indian zenana, gradually broadened to include and connect various
iconographies of the exotic woman in the West. Many of these constructions, while rooted in the harem
odalisque and sharing some of her attributes, move beyond her to connect with other aspects of European
culture.

Pal-Lapinski, using “odalisque” interchangeably with “exotic woman,” sees these terms as fluid, shifting
categories that transform themselves continually. Concentrating on images of exoticized women within
British culture and fiction with close links to the French tradition of the odalisque, she takes up a range of
representations of exotic women—the female poisoner in Wilkie Collins’ Armadale (1866); the colonial
courtesan and professional dancer in an Indian setting; the vampire and New Woman; jewelry design and
ornamentation in the work of René Lalique and in Bram Stoker’s Egyptian fantasy, Jewel of Seven Stars;
and the positioning of the Italian opera singer within the London operatic arena in Bulwer Lytton’s Zanoni
(1842) and Vernon Lee’s A Wicked Voice (1890), fiction set in Naples and Venice, respectively.

Exploring decorative arts, medicine, and opera, as well as literary texts, Pal-Lapinski shows that
constructions of exotic femininity in nineteenth-century British culture must be approached through an
interdisciplinary perspective in order to fully understand their complexity. And by shifting and expanding the
parameters of the odalisque as a category of analysis, the author firmly establishes her as a richly multivalent
trope. As the author writes, “To see the exotic woman as a figure which plays a crucial role in the emergence
of certain formulations of modernity instead of as a product of a totalizing gaze, to decouple it from imperial
hegemony in several important instances, is to . . . recognize the revolutionary otherness of the past.”
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From reader reviews:

Josette Roscoe:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Exotic Woman in Nineteenth-
Century British Fiction and Culture: A Reconsideration (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century
Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Tyler Woodley:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Exotic Woman in Nineteenth-Century British
Fiction and Culture: A Reconsideration (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies), it is possible
to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Marcia Ogburn:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to
be learn. The Exotic Woman in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction and Culture: A Reconsideration
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Annetta Doucette:

This The Exotic Woman in Nineteenth-Century British Fiction and Culture: A Reconsideration (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Exotic Woman in Nineteenth-Century
British Fiction and Culture: A Reconsideration (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) can
be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone.
These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an



individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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