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In 1872 Susan Eberhart was convicted of murder for helping her lover to kill his wife. The Atlanta
Constitution ran a story about her hanging in Georgia that covered slightly more than four full columns of
text. In an editorial sermon about her, the Constitution said that Miss Eberhart not only committed murder,
but also committed adultery and “violated the sanctity of marriage.” An 1890 article in the Elko Independent
said of Elizabeth Potts, who was hanged for murder, “To her we look for everything that is gentle and kind
and tender; and we can scarcely conceive her capable of committing the highest crime known to the law.”
Indeed, at the time, this attitude was also applied to women in general.

By 1998 the press’s and society’s attitudes had changed dramatically. A columnist from Texas wrote that
convicted murderer Karla Faye Tucker should not be spared just because she was a woman. The author went
on to say that women could be just as violent and aggressive as men; the idea that women are defenseless
and need men’s protection “is probably the last vestige of institutionalized sexism that needs to be rubbed
out.”

In “The Penalty Is Death,” Marlin Shipman examines the shifts in press coverage of women’s executions
over the past one hundred and fifty years. Since the colonies’ first execution of a woman in 1632, about 560
more women have had to face the death penalty. Newspaper responses to these executions have ranged from
massive national coverage to limited regional and even local coverage. Throughout the years the press has
been guilty of sensationalism, stereotyping, and marginalizing of female convicts, making prejudicial
remarks, trying these women in the media, and virtually ignoring or simply demeaning African American
women convicts. This thoroughly researched book studies countless episodes that serve to illustrate these
points.

Shipman’s use of reconstructed stories, gleaned from hundreds of newspaper articles, gives readers a deeper
understanding of the ways these dailies reported on the trials and imprisonment of women and how these
reports reflected the cultural norms of the times. His detailed narratives of the executions give evidence to
the development of journalistic styles and techniques, such as the jazz journalism of the 1920s. By
examining anecdotes about how the press reports on the death penalty, Shipman seeks to stimulate
discussions about this subject that are more human and less abstract.

“The Penalty Is Death” fills a void in the literature on capital punishment that has long been neglected.
Anyone interested in media and press performance, capital punishment, or women’s roles in society will find
this book of great value.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jackson:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's Executions
book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer associated with The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's Executions
content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Penalty Is
Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's Executions is not loveable to be your top listing reading
book?

Donald Murphy:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's
Executions. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Rodolfo Odum:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is
very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper
Coverage of Women's Executions can make you experience more interested to read.

Willie McCall:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's Executions we can get
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this



book The Penalty Is Death: U.S. Newspaper Coverage of Women's Executions. You can more inviting than
now.
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