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The American standard system of measurement is a unique and odd thing to behold with its esoteric,
inconsistent standards: twelve inches in a foot, three feet in a yard, sixteen ounces in a pound, one hundred
pennies to the dollar. For something as elemental as counting and estimating the world around us, it seems
like a confusing tool to use. So how did we end up with it?

Most of the rest of the world is on the metric system, and for a time in the 1970s America appeared ready to
make the switch. Yet it never happened, and the reasons for that get to the root of who we think we are, just
as the measurements are woven into the ways we think. John Marciano chronicles the origins of
measurement systems, the kaleidoscopic array of standards throughout Europe and the thirteen American
colonies, the combination of intellect and circumstance that resulted in the metric system's creation in France
in the wake of the French Revolution, and America's stubborn adherence to the hybrid United States
Customary System ever since. As much as it is a tale of quarters and tenths, it is a human drama, replete with
great inventors, visionary presidents, obsessive activists, and science-loving technocrats.

Anyone who reads this inquisitive, engaging story will never read Robert Frost's line "miles to go before I
sleep" or eat a foot-long sub again without wondering, Whatever happened to the metric system?
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From reader reviews:

Jack Baldwin:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Whatever Happened to the Metric System?: How America Kept Its
Feet.

Christina Ochs:

This book untitled Whatever Happened to the Metric System?: How America Kept Its Feet to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher
in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

James Moore:

The e-book with title Whatever Happened to the Metric System?: How America Kept Its Feet includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you
throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Alita Schmidt:

The particular book Whatever Happened to the Metric System?: How America Kept Its Feet has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.
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